Using MP Mode in Lab Link
I. What is MP Mode
MP Mode in Lab Link stands for Multiple Possibilities.  In this screen you have the ability to order products on a one-by-one basis or from your preset packages and add-ons.  The advantage to this mode is being able to see a final version of each product as you order it.  You have the ability to crop directly on the product and add text to the product if the product allows.  Also this is the only screen where proofs and templates that allow multiple poses can be ordered.  And yes, this mode and the build screen can be used in the same job.  You can key packages in the build screen and then come to this screen to order multi-pose templates or a single 8x10 that requires specific cropping.  Let’s get started.
II. The MP Mode Screen
When you open the MP screen you will see the products in the upper left box (you may have to select a category and subcategory for them to display), your images in the upper right, and the bottom two boxes should be empty.  The bottom left box is where all your ordered products will display.  The bottom right box is where a single selected product will display that you can add an image to, crop, add text, and render to the screen showing a final print version.  The upper right box will also display your pre-defined packages once you click on the packages tab.  This allows you to drag an image to a package to order multiple products at a time.
III. Using MP Mode
Select a single product from the top left such as an 8x10 from the Package Print Units General Category (these have the big ‘G’ beside them).  Click on the 8x10 and drag it to the lower left box.  It should display the 8x10 in the lower right as well with the generic thumbnail and the overlay “Drop Image Here”.  Now pick an image from the top right box and drag it on top of where it says Drop Image Here in the lower right box.  Your image should display on the 8x10.
Right click on the 8x10 where you just dropped the image to pick from the different product options.  The first option is crop.  When you select crop you will be able to zoom in or out on the image, move it around within the frame, rotate it, and change the angle.  To zoom in and out, right click on the image (do not release) and move the mouse up or down.  Then left click on the image to reposition the image in the frame.  If you need to rotate the image on the product move the cursor to the left or right edge of the image and you will see the cursor change and a text window pop up saying “Click to rotate the image”.  If you need to change the angle of the image move the cursor to the top or bottom of the image and you will see the cursor icon change again with the text window displaying “Click and drag to change the angle”.  Double clicking on this icon will reset the angle.  When you are happy with the crop click off of the image either on to another area of the product or on the checkerboard background and the cropped image will display.

Next Right Click on the image and choose “Options”.  Here you can choose an effect for your image, a vignette type for your image, and a color for the vignette.  Let’s pick Black and White from the Effects drop down, 2-Medium from the Vignette Type drop down, and white from the Vignette color drop down.  Click Apply.  You should see your effects immediately.  Repeat these steps with different choices to see the different possibilities you have available.  To get rid of any effects just choose options and click apply without choosing any effects.  

At this point click the Render button just above your 8x10.  It’s the second button from the left.  This will display the product on the screen exactly as it will print at the lab.  The only exception might be font.  If you do not have a particular font installed on your machine that we use for the product, your version on your screen may display a generic font like Times New Roman.  To see a correct font representation, double click on the product icon in the upper left box and a larger preview of the generic product will open showing how the font will look once printed at the lab.  If you have further questions or concerns about this please contact the lab.
Once you click render, an updated thumbnail of your product will display in the lower left box.  Also once you have clicked render for a product, the cropping and options will not display as dynamically.  You will need to click render each time after changing any cropping or options to see the newly updated effects.  Rendering the product to the screen should be a fairly quick process for your computer.  Keep in mind the more complex the product the longer the render time might take.  Also keep in mind that you do not always have to click the render button (we do suggest always clicking it until you become familiar with how products will look and print).  The product will still print correctly at the lab because the program saves your crop and options even if rendering is not clicked.  Once you become familiar with MP mode you will learn what products to render and which ones you may not want to render due to process time.
When you are finished with this product choose your next product from the upper left and repeat the previous steps. 
IV. Tips for the Four Corners of MP Mode 
Top Left:
* Double click on a product icon to see a larger preview with helpful info.

* Either drag a product to the bottom left or highlight a product and drag an image to it.  You will see the product added to the bottom left.  Click on it and modify your product as detailed above.
* Switch to the Packages tab to order from your pre-set packages.  Choose a Package Set from the drop down.  Click on a package or control click to select multiple packages.  Drag an image on top of the selected package.  You will see all sheets added to the lower left.
* Click on just a single sheet from a package and drag an image over to order from it.

* Right click on the sheets within a package to see their details.  This displays quantity and any effects as well as paper type.

Lower Left:

* Double click on a product icon to see a larger generic preview with helpful info.

* Right-Click for product options such as removing product or all products from job, changing quantity, or changing paper type.

* Choose Multi-Select Mode to modify options for selected products.  After choosing, select multiple products by control clicking them (you will not be able to edit a product while in multi-select mode).  Now you can remove selected products or change quantity or paper type for multiple products.  When finished uncheck Multi-Select Mode to return to single select mode where you can return to editing products.
Top Right:
* Change the size of your images with the drop down box directly above your first image.
* The crop on an image will display if it has been cropped through the cropping screen in Lab Link.  This might occur only if you keyed your packages through the build screen and then cropped your images before entering MP Mode.

* Right click on the images for a drop down menu of various options.

* Make sure all of your images are correctly rotated. Those shot vertical should be vertical and those shot landscape should be horizontal.  This will make ordering products and cropping easier.
* Switch to the Unused Images tab if you do not want to see images that have something ordered on them.  This only applies to products ordered in MP mode not keyed as a package in the Build Screen.

* Select multiple images and choose the “Add to User Images” Right-Click option.  Now switch to the User Images tab to only view these images.  Helpful if you want to see just one ‘Family’ or just one ‘Team’.  Select these and choose Remove Selected Images to repeat the steps with new images.

*You can select multiple images and drag them to a product or package.  Good if all images in a job need a 3x5 proof or ISP sheet or all images need the same package.

Lower Right:
* Leave on Auto Render if you have a fast computer and don’t want to always hit the Render button.
* Click Maximize to fill the screen with the current ordered product.  Good for cropping or editing text.  Click High Quality* to see a higher quality version.  *Note that this is still a low res version.  Click Maximize to return to normal screen view.
* You can resize the screen quadrants by moving the cursor over the screen dividing areas.  You will see the cursor change and you will be able to click and drag to resize the different areas of the screen.

* The New button adds a new blank template of what was just ordered.

* Choose Hold Options for Product if you want all of a certain product to be Black and White or all to be with a vignette.  Once chosen all products following will have the held option.  You will need to return to the original ordered product to remove the held option.
* Deselect Show Nodes if you do not want to see the image and text nodes unless the cursor is moved over them.  This will give a nice unobstructed view of the product.  Helpful on the more complex products.

* Use the Node navigation drop down to select nodes hidden by other nodes.

* With the crop option active, you can click Head Height Bar to display a cropping guide.  You can adjust the height of the bar by clicking and dragging it.  This will only display when cropping is active.
V. Finishing
Once you have keyed all of your products in MP Mode close out by clicking the X in the top right corner.  Your products are saved and the window will close. 
